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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent 
and should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the 
patent is of a basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the 
abstract should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an 
improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should 
include the technical disclosure of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly 
those for compounds and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for making and/or use 
thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves modifications or alternatives, the 
abstract should mention by way of example the preferred modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of 
the invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 
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The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 150 words. 
Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 3 through 6 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper 
form because a multiple dependent claim should refer to an claims in the alternative 
only. The limitation "at least one of the preceding claims implies "and" rather than "or". 
See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Accordingly, the claims have not been further treated on the 
merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 

incomplete for omitting essential structural cooperative relationships of elements, such 

omission amounting to a gap between the necessary structural connections. See 

MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted structural cooperative relationships are: It is not clear if 

the camera comprises a housing only to contain the adapter or to house other claimed 

elements. The limitations "microscope-side" and "camera-side" require a further point of 

reference with respect to the overall device so that their orientation with respect to one 

another can be better understood. The structural orientation of the eyepiece optics with 

respect to the other elements is particularly unclear. The microscope itself must have 
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eyepiece optics and therefore it is not clear how eyepiece elements may be part of the 
side connection piece. 

The addition of elements set forth in the limitations of claim 2, do nothing to 
clarify the structural relationship of the elements of claim 1 . Claim 2 is rejected for the 
same reasons already applied to claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lee U.S. Patent 6,147,797 in view of Spitznas et al U.S. Patent 4,856,872. 

Claim 1 sets forth: "Camera adapter (Adapter 80 shown in Figure 2 and also 
adapter 240 shown in the embodiment of Figure 6 of 797.) for optical devices, in 
particular microscopes (1) (microscope 5 of 797), which have an additional image out- 
coupling element (2) for photographic documentation of images (See Figure 2 with two 
unmarked connectors lead in/out from a side of the digital camera 90, attached to the 
microscope, and connected to output unit 100 and computer 110.), characterized in that 
the camera adapter which is to be arranged between the image out-coupling element 
(2) and the camera comprises a housing (4) (See cylinder 280 of adapter 240 shown in 
Figure 6 of 797) with two connection pieces (5, 6), in that the microscope-side 
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connection piece (5) preferably has a quick-change device (8), and in that the camera- 
side connection piece (6) has a filter thread (10) (A variety of threaded elements are 
shown in Figure 6 on opposing sides of the adapter 240 and cylinder 280 of 797.) and 
eyepiece optics (8) (See eyepiece 40 and objectives 30 of 797. Also see Figure 4 and 
magnifying lens 83a of 797.). 

Lee 797 teaches all of the elements of claim 1 , except that Lee does not 
specifically state that the adapter is a quick change device. 

Quick change devices in microscopes are well known in the art as shown by 
Spitznas et al '872. 

See the ABSTRACT. 

An attachment for microscopes, in particular for stereo- 
microscopes, facilitates a contact^fcee viewing of an eye 
freely movable by the patient, in particular the fundus 
of the eye. Such an attachment must be easily and 
quickly attachable to the microscope and must deliver 
an image section of up to 12Q*. Moreover, the free mov r 
abflity of the eye must be assured and the attachment 
must also at Ugh temperature be able to be sterilized 
quickly* without influencing the wearability of the at- 
tachment This is achieved by an attachment having 
two lenses or lens systems, the distance between the 
systems being adjustable and the systems replacing the 
objective lens of the microscope. The housing of the 
attachment can be connected to the microscope 
through a screw or bayonetlike coupling. The outer 
lens of the attachment is arranged easily movably in 
axial direction relative to the housing, whereby all re- 
ciprocally movable and turnable pans of the attachment 
are provided with a coating, which consists of pressed 
and sintered FTFE polymers containing Al: Os parti* 
cles- 

And see column 3, lines 6 through 49, of Spitznas et al. '872. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to fit the microscope of Lee 797 with a quick change adapter to 
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add versatility to the microscope and for the benefit and ease of use of the medical 
personnel and patient. 

With respect to claim 2, The ABSTRACT of '872 describes an image section 
delivered up to 120 degrees. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Crockett U.S. Patent Application Publication US 2002/0197075 A1 teaches an 
eyepiece to instrument coupler. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melissa J. Koval whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2121 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Assouad can be reached on (571) 272-2210. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Melissa Jan Koval 

Primary Examiner . / 
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